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Unit Overview  
Content Area:                          Exploring Color 

Unit Title:                                 Exploring the Color Wheel “Creating Within a Hue” 

Target Course/Grade Level:  Semester Art Course 9-12 

Unit Summary:  Students will explore varied color theory while working their way around the color wheel 

in a systematic manner.  Students will analyze each color in terms of their value (tints, tones, and shades). 

Students will mix these values and apply that knowledge into a series of small non-objective tempera 

painting.  

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Mathematics, Science, 21st Century Life and Careers, and Social 

Studies 

21st century themes:  Art, Technology, Global Awareness  

Unit Rationale:  Students will be able to use the information taught to develop a sense of color and design 

in the visual world that can be utilized in future art endeavors as well as day-to-day life and design choices. 

Learning Targets 
Standards: 

1.1 The Creative Process:  All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and principles 

that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

1.2 History of the Arts and Culture:  All students will understand the role, development, and influence of 

the arts throughout history and across cultures. 

1.3 Performance:  All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies appropriate 

to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies:  All students will demonstrate and apply an 

understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art. 

Content Statements 

 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

1.1.12.D.1 Distinguish innovative applications of the elements of art and principles of design in visual 

artworks from diverse cultural perspectives and identify specific cross-cultural themes. 

1.1.12.D.2 Translate literary, musical, theatrical, and dance compositions by using them as 

stimulus/inspiration for corresponding visual artworks. 

1.2.12.A.1 Determine how dance, music, theatre, and visual art have influenced world cultures 

throughout history. 

1.2.12.A.2 Justify the impact of innovations in the arts (e.g., the availability of music online) on 

societal norms and habits of mind in various historical eras. 

1.3.12.D.1 

 

Synthesize the elements of art and principles of design in an original portfolio of two- and 

three-dimensional artworks that reflects personal style and a high degree of technical 

proficiency and expressivity. 

1.3.12.D.2 Produce an original body of artwork in one or more art mediums that demonstrates mastery 

of visual literacy, methods, techniques, and cultural understanding. 

1.3.12.D.3 Organize an exhibit of personal works of visual art that convey a high level of 

understanding of how the expression of ideas relates to the art media, art mediums, and 

techniques used. 

1.3.12.D.4 Analyze the syntax and compositional and stylistic principles of two- and three-

dimensional artworks in multiple art media (including computer-assisted artwork), and 

interpret themes and symbols suggested by the artworks. 

1.3.12.D.5 Identify the styles and artistic processes used in the creation of culturally and historically 

diverse two- and three-dimensional artworks, and emulate those styles by creating an 

original body of work. 
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1.4.12.A.1 Use contextual clues to differentiate between unique and common properties and to discern 

the cultural implications of works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

1.4.12.A.2 Speculate on the artist’s intent, using discipline-specific arts terminology and citing 

embedded clues to substantiate the hypothesis. 

1.4.12.A.3 Develop informed personal responses to an assortment of artworks across the four arts 

disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and visual art), using historical significance, 

craftsmanship, cultural context, and originality as criteria for assigning value to the works. 

1.4.12.A.4 Evaluate how exposure to various cultures influences individual, emotional, intellectual, 

and kinesthetic responses to artwork. 

1.4.12.B.1 Formulate criteria for arts evaluation using the principles of positive critique and 

observation of the elements of art and principles of design, and use the criteria to evaluate 

works of dance, music, theatre, visual, and multimedia artwork from diverse cultural 

contexts and historical eras. 

1.4.12.B.2 Evaluate how an artist’s technical proficiency may affect the creation or presentation of a 

work of art, as well as how the context in which a work is performed or shown may impact 

perceptions of its significance/meaning. 

1.4.12.B.3 Determine the role of art and art-making in a global society by analyzing the influence of 

technology on the visual, performing, and multimedia arts for consumers, creators, and 

performers around the world. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 

 Define value in terms of color theory. 

A. The “whiteness or blackness” of a hue. 

 

 Describe the following terms. 

1. Tints-Color + White 

2. Tones-Color + Gray 

3. Shades-Color + Black 

 

 Describe the importance of Analogous colors in 

terms of a limited palette. 

A. Working within a limited palette creates 

unity within a painting. Four colors next to 

each other on the color wheel allow diversity 

within a much related grouping of colors. 

The first and forth color adds excitement to 

the composition due to its contrast. 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 

 Line:  Mark made by pointed tool, brush, pencil, 

pen, etc., is often defined as a moving dot that has 

length and width, but the width is very tiny 

compared to the length.  A line is created by the 

movement of a tool and pigment which often 

suggests movement in a drawing. 

 Value:  The lightness or darkness of a color as 

pertains to adding white to lighten and black to 

darken to create contrast within a composition.  

 Monochromatic:  Tints, tones, and shades of a 

given hue. 

 Complimentary:  Colors directly opposite each 

other on the color wheel. 

 Analogous:  Colors next to each other on the color 

wheel. 

Unit Learning Targets 

 Students will be able use the color wheel to select various color theories for compositions. 

 Students will be able understand and create non-objective and abstracted paintings 

 Students will be able to properly mix paint and prepare a palette for a composition. 

 Students will be able to create a complete composition using foreground, middle-ground, 

background and center of interest.  

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessment (14.6 weeks): 

Students have successfully demonstrated the understanding of concepts covered within each lesson.  

Projects should be completed with an emphasis on clean craftsmanship and effort.  Projects are to be 

handed in within the given time frame.  

Equipment needed:  Drawing paper, pencils, erasers, rulers, matte board, CS suites, tempera paint, 
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brushes, cups, poster board, ruler, compass, palette paper, and canvas board. 

Teacher Resources:  Books, visual examples, websites, art magazines 

 
Formative Assessments 

 Safety/maintenance  

 Class participation 

 Effort 

 Portfolio development 

 Craftsmanship 

 Demonstration of concept 

 Term paper 

 Exams 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

Delineation of the color wheel 

 

2.25 hours/3 days 

Lesson 2 

Primary (Color wheel/Abstract Paintings) 

 

11.25 hours/15 days 

Lesson 3 

Secondary (Color wheel/Abstract Paintings) 

 

11.25 hours/15 days 

Lesson 4 

Finish color wheel-Intermediates 

 

3.75 hours/5 days 

Lesson 5 

Complimentary Compositions 

 

3.75 hours/5 days 

Lesson 6 

Warm/Cool Compositions 

 

7.5 hours/10 days 

Lesson 7 

Analogous Compositions 

 

15 hours/20 days 

Teacher Notes:   

 Students will be graded on their ability to manage their time sufficiently during a thorough classroom 

clean up.  

 Students will demonstrate proper safety procedures when working in the art room.  

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit Overview  



Content Area:                          Exploring Color Through Painting 

Unit Title:                                 Representational Paintings  

Target Course/Grade Level:  Full Year Art Course 9-12 

Unit Summary:  This unit is geared towards expanding introductory level painting techniques.  Students 

will incorporate traditional techniques, learned color theories, and technology to develop painting skills.  

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Mathematics, Science, 21st Century Life and Careers, and Social 

Studies 

21st century themes:  Art, Technology, Global Awareness  

Unit Rationale:  Students will be able to graphical depicts representational art in a complete composition 

by applying color theory and painting techniques with technology.  

Learning Targets 

Standards: 

1.1 The Creative Process:  All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and principles 

that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

1.2 History of the Arts and Culture:  All students will understand the role, development, and influence of 

the arts throughout history and across cultures. 

1.3 Performance:  All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies appropriate 

to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies:  All students will demonstrate and apply an 

understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art. 

Content Statements 

 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

1.1.12.D.1 Distinguish innovative applications of the elements of art and principles of design in visual 

artworks from diverse cultural perspectives and identify specific cross-cultural themes. 

1.1.12.D.2 Translate literary, musical, theatrical, and dance compositions by using them as 

stimulus/inspiration for corresponding visual artworks. 

1.2.12.A.1 Determine how dance, music, theatre, and visual art have influenced world cultures 

throughout history. 

1.2.12.A.2 Justify the impact of innovations in the arts (e.g., the availability of music online) on 

societal norms and habits of mind in various historical eras. 

1.3.12.D.1 

 

Synthesize the elements of art and principles of design in an original portfolio of two- and 

three-dimensional artworks that reflects personal style and a high degree of technical 

proficiency and expressivity. 

1.3.12.D.2 Produce an original body of artwork in one or more art mediums that demonstrates mastery 

of visual literacy, methods, techniques, and cultural understanding. 

1.3.12.D.3 Organize an exhibit of personal works of visual art that convey a high level of 

understanding of how the expression of ideas relates to the art media, art mediums, and 

techniques used. 

1.3.12.D.4 Analyze the syntax and compositional and stylistic principles of two- and three-

dimensional artworks in multiple art media (including computer-assisted artwork), and 

interpret themes and symbols suggested by the artworks. 

1.3.12.D.5 Identify the styles and artistic processes used in the creation of culturally and historically 

diverse two- and three-dimensional artworks, and emulate those styles by creating an 

original body of work. 

1.4.12.A.1 Use contextual clues to differentiate between unique and common properties and to discern 

the cultural implications of works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

 

1.4.12.A.2 Speculate on the artist’s intent, using discipline-specific arts terminology and citing 
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embedded clues to substantiate the hypothesis. 

1.4.12.A.3 Develop informed personal responses to an assortment of artworks across the four arts 

disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and visual art), using historical significance, 

craftsmanship, cultural context, and originality as criteria for assigning value to the works. 

1.4.12.A.4 Evaluate how exposure to various cultures influences individual, emotional, intellectual, 

and kinesthetic responses to artwork. 

1.4.12.B.1 Formulate criteria for arts evaluation using the principles of positive critique and 

observation of the elements of art and principles of design, and use the criteria to evaluate 

works of dance, music, theatre, visual, and multimedia artwork from diverse cultural 

contexts and historical eras. 

1.4.12.B.2 Evaluate how an artist’s technical proficiency may affect the creation or presentation of a 

work of art, as well as how the context in which a work is performed or shown may impact 

perceptions of its significance/meaning. 

1.4.12.B.3 Determine the role of art and art-making in a global society by analyzing the influence of 

technology on the visual, performing, and multimedia arts for consumers, creators, and 

performers around the world. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 

 Name three “Pop Artists” 

1. Peter Max 

2. Andy Warhol 

3. Roy Lichtenstein  

 

 What process is utilized by an artist to enlarge 

and maintain proportion? 

A. Grid System 

 

 List the steps for preparing a digital image as a 

reference (posterize) using Photoshop.  

1. Photograph 

2. Upload 

3. Desaturate/levels 

4. Image>adjustment>posterize 

5. Crop 

6. Print 

 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 

 Line:  Mark made by pointed tool, brush, pencil, 

pen, etc. is often defined as a moving dot that has 

length and width, but the width is very tiny 

compared to the length.  A line is created by the 

movement of a tool and pigment which often 

suggests movement in a drawing. 

 Shape:  An area that is contained within an implied 

line, or is seen and identified because of color or 

value changes.  Shapes have two dimensions, 

length and width, and can be geometric or free-

form.   

 Value:  The lightness or darkness of a color as 

pertains to adding white to lighten and black to 

darken to create contrast within a composition.  

 Texture:  Refers to the surface quality of a drawing 

whether is rough, smooth, or soft. Either actually or 

simulated.  

 Space:  The illusion of creating front to back space 

in a drawing.   Various techniques can be used to 

show visual depth. 

Unit Learning Targets 

 Students will be able to focus their creative expression with specific interests.  

 Students will be able to communicate visually in various media.  

 Integrating technology with basic art elements to create representational art. 

 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessment (5 weeks): 

Students have successfully demonstrated the understanding of concepts covered within each lesson.  

Projects should be completed with an emphasis on clean craftsmanship and effort.  Projects are to be 

handed in within the given time frame.  

 

Equipment needed:  Drawing paper, erasers, rulers, poster board, CS suites, printer/computers, pencils, 
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sharpies, brushes, cups, palette paper, acrylic paint, canvas boards. 

Teacher Resources:  Books, visual examples, websites, art magazines 

 
Formative Assessments 

 Safety/maintenance  

 Class participation 

 Effort 

 Portfolio development 

 Craftsmanship 

 Demonstration of concept 

 Term paper 

 Exams 

Lesson Plans  

Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

Repeating objects-intro to shading 

 

3.75 hours/5 days 

Lesson 2 

Landscape Painting 

 

7.5 hours/10 days 

Lesson 3 

Gridded poster-sized painting 

 

7.5 hours/10 days 

Teacher Notes:   

 Students will be graded on their ability to manage their time sufficiently during a thorough classroom 

clean up.  

 Students will demonstrate proper safety procedures when working in the art room.  

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

 

 

 


